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TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE 
COMMISSIONERS ON PUBLIC LANDS. 
To His Honor THOMAS TALBOT, Lieutenant-Govem01' oj the 
Oommonwealth oj Massachusetts. 
The Commissioncrs on Public Lands have the honor to snb-
mit their Twenty-Third Aunual Rcport. 
The amount received from sales of land belonging to the 
Commonwealth in the Back Bay, up to the present time, is 
$3,934,432.47; which includes the land sold to the contractor 
in payment for filling in the early stages of the work. In 
consequence of the continued depression in the value of real 
estate, the Commissioners have not deemed it for the interest 
of the Commonwealth to offer any lots for sale during the 
past year. 
The total cost of filling and grading the land, laying sewers, 
setting edge-stones, engineering, &c., to this date, amounts to 
$1,615,166.06. 
The filling and gruding of the land and streets are now 
nearly completed, and it is believed that the entire work will 
be accomplished within the present year, and there will then 
be prepared for ~ale, as demand shall urise, about 400,000 
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feet of land, the whole of which is eligibly situated, and desir-
able for first-class dwellings; and the Commissioners believe 
it can hardly fail of justifying the estimates heretofore made 
regarding its value. 
By chapter 286 of the Acts of the year 1874, the Commis-
sioners on Public Lands were authorized, with the concurrence 
of the governor and council, to make improvements on that 
portion of Parker Street in the city of Boston which belongs 
to the Commonwealth. This Act was probably passed to 
enable the abutters on the street, the city of Boston or other 
parties, to present plaus or propositions for the improvement 
of the neighboring territory. The Commonwealth owns no 
land abutting on that street, or within about 1,500 feet of ·its 
nearest point; and consequently any benefit to the unsold 
lands of the Commonwealth by the improvement of Parker 
Street must be uucertain and remote; and in the absence of 
any plans or propositions from parties i"uterested, looking to 
an improvement of the adjacent territory, the Commissioners 
have not felt justified in expending money upon the street 
beyond the ordinary purposes of repair. The Commonwealth 
came into possession of a portion of the street in question 
only as an incident in freeing the Mill Dam and its connecting 
roads and bridges ft'om a toll fi'allchise adverse alike to the 
interests of Boston and the towns to which those roads extend. 
To the extinguishment of this franchise the Commonwealth 
largely contributed; and, in the judgment of the Commis-
sioners, ought not to be asked to meet any large pOl-tiOll of 
the expense of contemplated improvements of that and the 
adjacent territory. 
FRANKLIN HAVEN, 
EDW'D C. PURDY, 
S. D. WARREN, 
Commissioners on Public Lands. 
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